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"1999 "1999 –– 2010"2010"



• 1999: ASARCO ceases operations
• 2002: Application for permit renewal
• 2004: TCEQ refers to SOAH
• 2005: Contested case hearing by ALJs
• 2005: $11 billion of environmental claims in ASARCO's

bankruptcy  
• 2006: TCEQ refers permit to ED
• 2008: TCEQ approves permit
• 2009: EPA disallows grandfathered status
• 2009: ASARCO requests to void permits 
• 2009: Custodial Trust funded $52M to address contamination 

of the property     
• 2010: Trustee selected for remediation

ASARCO: a Brief HistoryASARCO: a Brief History

©©Texas State Senator Eliot Shapleigh, 2010Texas State Senator Eliot Shapleigh, 2010

Largest Environmental bankruptcy in 

US History



ASARCO'sASARCO's 7000 Ton Air Permit7000 Ton Air Permit
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A Regional Community UnitedA Regional Community United

©©Texas State Senator Eliot Shapleigh, 2010Texas State Senator Eliot Shapleigh, 2010



"ASARCO failed to prove …
• that its operation under Permit 20345, if 

renewed, would likely not cause or 
contribute to air pollution or …

• that its compliance during its last five 
years of operation under that permit 
warrants renewal."

Administrative Law Administrative Law 
Judges' DecisionJudges' Decision
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EPA ConcernsEPA Concerns



"The True Pass of the North""The True Pass of the North"

TCEQTCEQ ©©Texas State Senator Eliot Shapleigh, 2010Texas State Senator Eliot Shapleigh, 2010

Mt. Cristo 
Rey



Cross Section of Onsite SlagCross Section of Onsite Slag

TCEQTCEQ
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TexasTexas

ChihuahuaChihuahua

New MexicoNew Mexico

TCEQ'sTCEQ's $52 Million Plan$52 Million Plan
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• 50 year groundwater treatment and hydraulic 
containment (233 million ft3 arsenic plume) -
$22 million 
• Demolition of structures - $9 million
• Asphalt paving - $10 million
• Engineering and construction of permanent 
lined cell - $6 million
• Long-term monitoring of engineering control 
and fencing - $3 million
• Other expenses - $2 million



Trustee SelectedTrustee Selected
• Roberto Puga, Project Navigator Ltd.

• 20 years experience in management of 
environmental remediation

• Trustee for the Tex Tin Superfund site in 
Texas City, Texas

• rpuga@projectnavigator.com
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Call to ActionCall to Action
• Our community vision regarding the 

"highest and best use" of the Pass of the 
North Site

• Guarantee clean-up for national 
standards of onsite contamination,        
233 million ft3 of arsenic-laden water, and 
offsite contamination 
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"What is the Cost of Clean Up""What is the Cost of Clean Up"
• $52 Million1?
• $250 Million2 ?
• $500 Million3 ?  
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1 Texas Custodial Trust 

2 EPA Region 6 quote to Senator Eliot Shapleigh per conversation

3 Ted Houghton,"  Rail yard move to ASARCO Site proposed," El Paso  Inc ,January 19, 2010



“For centuries, the Pass of the North has defined 
us.  Right there where three states meet is a unique 
site: the Rio Grande offers rare, useful, riverfront 
property; UTEP and the Sun Bowl are next door; 
Peace Park where Madero launched Mexico’s 
future is across the river; Downtown is within a 
mile; the Sunland Casino is just around the bend. 

Nearly all rail, energy, broadband, and travelers 
pass through. With leadership, vision, and 
determination, our community has a historic 
opportunity to re-brand the region.  If Omaha, 
Tacoma, and Monterrey did it—so can El Paso, 
Juarez, and Southern New Mexico.”
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