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" COMPASSIONLESSCARE"
How MENTAL HEALTH WORKSIN RICK PERRY'STEXAS
" Because Rick Perry has neither the courage nor responsibility to deal with hisissue, he now
has mayor s like John Cook deal with it as their issue. John Cook’ s police now haveto pick up

Rick Perry s patientsthat El Paso property taxpayerswill haveto payto treat
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Earlier this summer, El Paso’'s Mental Hedth Mentd Retardation Authority (EPMHMR)
announced that nearly one in three with significant menta health issues will no longer get
care. On September 1<, 1,107 of its 4,441 adult clients and 320 of 1,350 its child clientswith
issues ranging from bipolar disorder to schizophreniawill get apink dip—all will be moved
from treatment and care to Rick Perry'swaiting lists.

Now, ingtead of front line hedlth workers at the state’ s mental hedlth authority providing
professiona treatment, El Paso policemen, firemen and emergency room workers will see
them break down, often in extreme psychotic events, without medications or treatment
programs that help them function—all because Rick Perry prefers tax cuts for the wealthy
over compassionate care for Texans.

How does that work? Let's take the case of Cassandra B., who happens to have bipolar
disease, a manageabl e disease with the right medications.

When Rick Perry bragged to the Wall Street Journal on August 22nd about "fisca discipline,”
here' swhat he means. In 2006, during the school finance debaclein Austin, Perry'sinitia plan
to "solve" the school finance chalenge cut taxes by $920 million for everyone making more
than $104,000, many of whom had faithfully funded his last campaign, then hiked taxes by
$10.8 million on everyone making less than $33,000, nearly al of whom did not support his
campaign. In the end, what marked his plan was an historic structura deficit year after year
that will literaly kill people like Cassandra. Asaresult of Perry's handiwork, we start budget
talks each sesson in Augtinwith a $9 billion structural deficit that dramatically impacts
budgets like mental hedth.
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But the biggest deficit is the courage of a Governor to deal with issues on his watch.

You see, Texasis now 50th in overall spending and 49th in mental health spending per capita.
People like Cassandra are purposefully put on "wait lists' in El Paso so people like Rick Perry
can brag about tax cutsin Augtin. By falling to fund menta hedth in Augtin, Rick Perry shifts
the burden to El Pasoans do to it here. Whose responsibility is mental hedth? Let's be clear:
menta hedth funding is a Governor’s issue—just the same way that city police are amayor’s
issue. Because Rick Perry has neither the courage nor responsibility to dedl with hisissue, he
now has mayors like John Cook ded with it astheir issue. John Cook’s police now have to
pick up Rick Perry’s patients that El Paso property taxpayers will have to pay to treat.

If Cassandra's medications end, if she needsimmediate help, citizenswill call, police will
respond, lawyerswill act. With her current treatment program and medications, she'll be
fine—but in Rick Perry’s Texas, she could end up in an El Paso jall suffering from amanic
episode. And then, mentd health judges and caretakers, who are paid with your loca city and
county tax dollars, will take her to an emergency room where she may get care, al a the
highest cost.

In El Paso, the County, City, and EPMHMR are al now in emergency budget talks to keep
doors open and take care of our citizens in need—those who are criticaly mentdly ill—and to
keep them at home, not in jails.

And what about Rick Perry? He straveling the ate talking about “fiscd discipline.”

Y ou can bet he' s not talking about how El Paso taxpayers have to pay his tab—for his
compassionless care.
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