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Ms. Elizabeth M. Anderson

Mr. Shadrick Bogany

Mr. Kent C. Conine

Mr. Vidd Gonzaez

Mr. Patrick R. Gordan

Mr. Norbeto Salinas

Ms. Edwina Carrington, Executive Director

Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs
507 Sabine, Suite 400

Audgtin, Texas 78711

VIA HAND DELIVERY
Dear Governing Board Members and Ms. Carrington:

The Texas Department of Housing and Community AffarsBoard (TDHCA) istasked with one of
the mogt difficult roles in sate government - your body helps shape the communities of tomorrow.
Unfortunately, you are often maligned for objectively and conscientioudy fulfilling your obligetion by thevery
communities to which you are so committed. As arepresentative of one of those communities, | want to
gpologize for the accusations of wrongdoing to which you have been subjected.

Both the Board and Executive Director Carrington have consstently been fair and careful in
determining affordable housing developments. Moreover, you have held yoursel ves to the highest ethical
standardswhen making decisonsthat will affect communities. | would liketo especidly extend an gpology
to Mr. Pat Gordan, acitizen of my community who hasfollowed theletter of the law and the highest ethica
dandardsin recusing himself from any congderation of issuesrelating to the Cedar Oaks devel opment; and,
as aresult, wasthetarget of unfounded alegations and innuendo that border on dander at arecent El Paso
City Council mesting.

Since 1997, as El Paso's State Senator, | have been avocal advocate for El Paso and the entire
Texas Border Region. | have watched for years as Border community leaders, El Paso's included, have
demanded their fair share of state resources and then spent considerable energy fighting over who getsthe
biggest dice. Thisinfighting causesimmeasurable harm to the communities by acting asabarrier togrowth
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and development.

In today's TDHCA Board mesting, you will witnessthispolitical wrangling first hand. What youwil
seeisafight to control tax credits in El Paso, not a good faith complaint about your agency or decisons
made by the TDHCA Board. You will hear arguments about neighborhood concerns, you will hear
alegations of wrongdoing by the Board; and you will heer threats of alawsuit. Y ou will heer thisrhetoric
because it has dl been used before in previous efforts by one group to monopolizedl thelow-incometax
creditsin the El Paso housing market. Enclosed isaletter | wrotein October 2004 to acongtituent about
samilar unfounded attacks on another affordable housing development in El Paso.

| write today to provide aba anced voiceto counter the political pandering couched in "representing
the condtituency”. TDHCA ischarged with thedifficult task of digtributing limited housing creditsto aState
with overwheming need for more affordable housing. Theguiddinesand processfor determining how best
to digtribute those funds has been vetted over the years and comprehensively and fairly evauate every
project to determinethe best devel opment proposal. | fed certainthat TDHCA's process, which hasbeen
open and fair inthe past, dlowsfor al interested partiesto expresstheir views on a proposed devel opmerntt.

Whether in EI Campo or El Paso, the people deserve to participate in the process, voice their
concerns and make sure government works for them. Certainly, the people of my district deserved notice
as provided by law and an opportunity to voice their concerns. But the need for affordable housingisa
macro issue that must be addressed by considering the needs and voices of the entire community, not just
the most vocad members. Providing qudity affordable housing is aconcern that we must al share so that
more Texans share in the American Dream.

Thank you for your continued effortsto help communities provide qudity affordable housing options
for therr citizens. | look forward to working with you help El Pasoans reach that American Dream.

Very truly yours,
L]
Eliot Shapleigh

ESks
Enclosure: 2004 |etter regarding TDHCA Housing Credit determination process



